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Happy Birthday, OSARFE! Happy New Fiscal Year
FYY As we head into the new FYZ22, we arg now
all of two vears oid. U'm lcoking forward 1o a great
third year for GSAPE and greal FYZ22. Wea're
getting ready to launch the solicitation for proposals
undser a new Regional Sclencs Program that is
intagrating several existing programs that
amphasize regional, stale, tribal or community
soience nesds. Ouwr Reguistory Support Branch is
handling an exdracrdinary workload of policy or
regutatory actions, lsading ORD o provide scignce
o inform the decision-making. And that's just two
of our many programs; we have exciling new
developments across OSARPE that we can highlight
in future QEAPE town halls,

On October 1, EPA's Draft FY 2022-2026 EPA
Strategic Plan was published for public comment
{see ermail Message from the Administrator at
about 3:30 on Got 1), The plan includes seven
goals and four oross-agency fstrafmiwn ORD has
the lead for cress-agency strategy #1, which is
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almed at reinforcing science as foundational
Agency decision making, including Scientific
integrity. OSARFE has been on point for developing
this strategy. We are also leading ORDY's effort o
develop a long term planning goal focused on BJ
for ORD. From a broader perspective, we will have
important contributions across the Strategic Flan,
including the new goals on BJ and climate changes
ardd the cross-agency strategy on childrans’ haalth,

Speaking of Childrens’ Health, did you know that
Cotober s MNationa!l Childrens” Meaith Month?
OSARE has supported very influential sclence for
ER&'s childrans’ health program, inciuding 8 series
of Childrens’ Health Certer grants. Muost recantly,
we solicited applications Tor grants under the
Curmidative Heallh Impacts g the Inferseciion of
Ciimate Change, Environmental Justice, and
Vidnerable FPopuletions/d.festages: Community-
Ba s&zd Reswmh far Solutions Request for

We have so much o celebrate! As we've said
many tmes, il we wers in the office, we'd celsbrals
our OSAFE birthday, the new FY, and all of your
many accomplishments. The work vou are all daing
s so important for EFA, Tor ORD, and for the planet
- {'m honered to be working with such an impastul
organizationt

Sincerely,

Mary Ross, QSAPE Director

Upcoming Scoop
Important info on COVIDS

Yisit the COVIDIE Infransd 8ie o stay up-ie-date
on information and guidance on the impacts of the
Coronavirus diseass (COVIDTE). Hers you will also
find mass mailars and islework resources.

Mew SharePoint Page - OSAPE Engagement in
Ressarch Planning

Check out the new OSAPE Engagsmeant in
Hesaarch Planning Fage on our Q8AFE
SharaPaint! This page fealures everything you
need o know about OSAPE's role in ORD's
rasearch planning process. From portfolio reviews,
o helptul links for QRD's strategic planning
process, o who o contact, this page is chook-full
of great information
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DRAPE Fall Favorites
Favorite Scary-Tale Endings

We asked and you answered! According o
QaAaPE, the best movies to get yvou in the spivll of
the season are John Wick, Bram Stoker's

Dracula, Barb and Slar Go to Vista Del

Mar, Halloweentown, Hallowsentown

it Kalabar's Revenge, Come from

Ay, fombieland, We the Great Pumpkin, Charlis
Brown, Being There, and of course Hoous Pocus!

Gh, My Gourds Look af Those Pumplins!

While there are mived reviews o where to get the
bast pumpking, a few takeaways arg you can
always count on local pumpkin patches (aspacially
Cox Farms, Family Fresh Farms, and Whitehal
Farmy, craft stores, locsl nurseries, and grocery
stores (especially Wegmans and Trader

Joe’s), Just make sure wherever you go you either
go by car or close 1o your home as they are super
haavyl And when in doubl, frust the

season besauss at the and of the day, vou dan’t
have o search for the parfect pumpkin, the perfect
pumpkin will come 1o you,

serumplious Spooky Snacks

A well-known fact ahout OBAPE is that we are

staffed full of chefs! Some Edea $ to taste the

SEASON are good «::sie:ém‘faghég 2 ohill, pumpkin

pig, pumpkin chogolate chin squares, Philadeinhia

Jowish Apple Cake, Bran wdy Alexander

F’le Dalsamic rogsted mushrooms with herby kals
nashed polaivss (a mouthful, but a good onely, or

jusﬁi keep it simple and splash some Bailey's Irigh

Cream in your coffes on the weekend!

Creeping It Real - Costume Edition

We're a funny bunch and that showed in our
costume preferences! Most of our survey
garticipards so far say they opt for something funny
over something scary, but something scary over
something classic. We also had some suggestions
of dressing up as historical figures dwhich. . .are
mayhe technically also ghosts if you think about if)
or making your own costume!
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Trick or Treat

While chocolate won by an overwhelming majority
over fruity flavors, we also had some honorable
mentions of Hallowaen peanut butter affy and
SAVOTY snacks!

Spoolies! Season Favoriies

Unsurprisingty, the favorite fall activity was
camping! Bonus points if that camping g also
involved roasth wq s'mores around & campfire. But
avearn i vou don't make it out for a full-blown
camping trip, you can st enjoy Tall by walching the
isaves turn, going to a pumpkin pafch, consuming
anyithing and evervihing fall fiavorad (wea're lookin'
at yﬁ:»u pumpkir spice’*)) appie pickinq going for a

________ i Sk, or
Canoe "1@3 o the hhena wdaah Rweru As long as you
get outside in this glorious weather, you can't go
wrong!

Terrible Tales of Falls Fast.. We asked for vour
favornite Tall memories and you said...

® “hMy cousins forced me o walch The Bixth
Sense and | didnt sleep for a good two weeks”
- Kate Herries

# "Mo spectic memorias come o mind, but
fall in general gives me a warm, cozy feeling. For
me, iLis g time of vear o celebrate abundance,
friends and family, and latting go of things no
onger serving us.” - Demi Gary

® *Getling lost I the corn maze at the
pumpkin patcht” - Tory Coffin

» i our home i B, raking isaves into piles,
Highting and cooking potatoes in the fire; And of
course, Thanksghving with family.” - Mike Broder

® “When | dressed up last minutg in my
junior yvear of high school as Dave the hailder
{instead of boly) because my mom had a random
flunrescent crosswalk vest in our house, and | had
knock-off Tirm's from Walmart, 5o, | decided all |
needed was a construction hat from Lowe's or
Home Depot to complete my "Dave the hailder”
outfit. People loved the name change from Baob o
Dave. For some reason it was hilarioust” - Ariana
La Grenade-Finch

® “Thera's not one fall memory that stands
out, Fall is my favorite time of yvaar, so fjust enjoy i
avery year, 1Y - Susan Burden

® “‘Raking and plaving in big leaf pilast”

- Yalerie Blank

® “Flaying fall bassball in DOMEBL, enjoying
cooler days and crisp Tall evenings.” - Jage Cujg’

® "My Wedding.” - Ron Josephson
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# "Ry family has an orchard, so in the fall |
spaent g lot of ime picking ard washing applas with
my brother and sister, 'm sure | complained about
it alol, but it was abways fun spending time
together?” - Maggie Sauerhage

i youw'd like o participate in OSAPE's Fall Favorilas
Survey, visit the form and submil your responss
before Octobear 28 to have vour Tavorites included
in our presentation at the October 27 O3APE Al
Hands!

ELMS Spotlight: BOSC ~ Process
improvemsnt

When the Board of Scientific Counsalors

(BOSC) Payroll ELMS board was initlally deploved,
the processing time from timeshest submission o
paymeant was approximately 38 days, The BOSC
ELMES process “ons thing 0 get betler at goal” was
0 decrease the payroll processing time down (o 30
days. The processing time has now decreased o g
gurrent processing tme of 20 days, The BOSO
team held a kalzen event in the beginning stages of
this BELMS process which was vital in identifving
sticking points and creating a plan to create an
gifective flow and performance board which
subsequeantly lead o significant success.

Congratulgtions o the BOSO team on thelr
succassful and continued process improvementt
For questions regarding the SBHR ELME processes
olaase reach out to BOSC ELMS process

cwner Tom Tracy.

i you have nof taken an ELMS training, feel free o
sign up to attend a8 virtua! raining on

the ORDEWork website here: ELME Training
pags.

ews From Around the

ffice
Undates from the Research Grants World
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S8

Er"wxeaifw Yy @iw Tec% Gém ey *‘or \f»* N Sm“..,
Dirnking Water Systems, Areas Sarved by Private
Walls and Sowrps Walaers RFA For maore
information see the press relsass and prolsgt
abstract

® On September 28, the U3, Environmental
Protection Agency (EPAY announced awards undsr
the National Prigrities: Evaluation of Pollutanis in
Slosgiids RFA. ERPA grarted $5 878,978 in funding
o four institutions for research to support states,
municipalities, and utiities in determining the
potertial risks o human health and the
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Yo by shaning your birihaay wiih s v envirenmaent from pollutants found in found in

' el et s el eenn piosolids - treated sewage sludge. Results from

mzm@@;;; SEL viliees e this research may inform the development of
standards and policies for biosolids management,

® On September 16, the Cumulative Heglth
imoagts at the Eniw%cizw of Climate Changs,
&nvs ronmental Justice, and \a-\mssraézi\,
Populations/Lifestages: Community-Based
Rasagreh for Solutions Reauest for Applications
{REAY openead for applications and will remain open
through November 18, EPA s sealing applications
propusing transdisciplinary research o analyze
arvironmental problams at the infersection of
climate change, environmental justice and
vulnarable poputations and ifestages. An
informationsl webinar about the RFA is scheduled
o take place on Qctober 5 a1 1 pm EDT. You can
registar for the weabinar herg,

® On Qoiober 7, Angels Page will host a
mesting (o discuss raseca oh projects submitted o
the 17“??1 Annual B3 Awards: A National Student
Desun Competition Focusing on Paaple

Frosper EE and the Planet Request for Applications
(RFAY, During the mesting, EFA reviewsrs will
disouss the relevancy of the proposed research to
ERAs mission and priovtiss.,

® On Cotober 18, Serena Chung, will hast a
mesting o discuss research profects submitied o
the Meaeasuramaent and Monitonng Mathods for Air
Toodes and Comtaminanis of Emerging Concam in
the Atmosohere Request for Applications (HFA)L
During the meeting, EPA reviewers will discuss the
refevancy of the proposed research o ERA’s
mission and priorities,

FY201% Scientific Integrity Annual
Report Posted

The Fiscal Year 2019 Scientific Intagrity Annual
Report is now available! Highlights of the repont
include: the introduction of the EPA National Honor
Award for Sclentific Integrity; management
dialoguas on scientific inftagrity; finalized language
for fulure Agency grants and contracts o ensure

ompiiance with the Solentific Intagrity Folicy, and
deployment of iraining specifically gearsd towards
managers and supsrvisors, The report also
summarizes the Scientific integrity Official’s
continued work with employses who had sclentific
integrity questions or concermns, and the Program'’s
angoing work on developing new guidances and
policies,

Make Your Citizen Science Project Count
Strategies (o Produce Guality Data Webinar

QasPE's clitizen scignce team recently worked with
the Agsocigtion of Public Health Laboratories
{(APHL) o develop a series of videos and guides on
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using ERA’s Mandbook for Cilizen Science Cuglity
Assurance and Doocumentation. Check out EPA's
Guality Assurance toclkil herel On September 14-
15, BERA, ARPHL, and Cilizen Science Associgtion
hosted a webinar on how citizen science groups
have successfully integrated quality assurance
approaches into thelr projects {o help answer their
community's snvironmental and public heaglth
guastions, With Nora Conlon (ERPA R1 Chemist) as
the moderator, speakers included B Car
{Massachusetts Bays National Estuary
Partniership), Brian Magh (Atmospheric Sciences at
UMNC Charlotte & CleanAlRE NOY, Sargio 8, Ruiz-
Cordova (Alabama Water Watch), and Dirk Felton
(MY Dapartment of Environmental Conservation),

MOA Signed for Sea Grant Water Community
Scisnce Project

ERFA recently signed a MOA between EPA, USGES
and NOAA o improve community scienge for
protection of water resources, This agreement
formalizes an operational relationship whers the
Agencies will work together 1o support a prajest
funded by NOANs Sea Grant program that will
establish a national Community Scisnce Ligison
position with responsibilities to develop and share
bast practices through quidance dosuments and
iraining sessions for communily sclence leaders,
The laison will bridge work acress and within the
agencies o enhance divarsity of participation in
community science, perform an agenoy asset audit,
and work toward greater data acceptance and
gxtending community sgience data usage ©
addrass water resources- related environmental
challenges,

Joint EMEPR Stesring Body and WGE Meeling

From September 13-17, Terry Keating
{COSAREPEY participated in the Joint BEuropean
Monitoring Evaluation Program (EMER) and the
Working Group on Effects (WGE) annual meeting
of the scientific bodies under the Convention on
Long-range Transhoundary Alr Poliution
ERTARY, Tarry was a co-chalr of the Task Force
on Hemispheric Transport of Alr Pollution (TF
HTAR), discussing the progress of work under TF
HTAR and plans for the 2022-2023 work plan. In
addition to supporting EFPA and US nvolvement in
the LRTAP Convantion, the work of TF HTAP
contributes ACE Research Area 1in the

current SIRARF (or 3 in the proposad SIRAP).

Tribal Listening Sessions on Cumulative
Impacis

On September 16 and 23, ORD hosted Tribal
Listening Sessions on Cumulative Impacts. The
purpose of these sessions was to give Tribes the
opportunity to convey concermns and research
intarests early in EFPA’S research planning process,
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Addressing cumulative impacts includes research
that considers and accounts for how persistent
poverly, inequality, and stressors from the built,
social, and natural environment affect exposure
and response to environmental pollutanis.

Mestings to Support SIRAP Development

QRD's Mationsl Research Programs have startad
meating with tribal partnarship groups o support
development of our Strategic Rasearch Action
Plans (SRAPg) for FY23-28 and to build and
maintain long-term relationships betweear the
Mationa! Program Diractors and our iibal pariners,
Input from tribes {and states saparately) during this
Partrier Engagement and Problem Formulation
stage is critical to ensuring our research program
outputs and products can mes! the needs of our
co-reguiators, On September 15, represantatives
from QRD's Chemical Safety for Sustainabiiity and
{C85) and Healith and Environmental Risk
Assessment (HERA) Ressarch Programs met
separately with the Tribal Pasticide Program
Councll {TRPQC), sponsored by the Office of
Chemical Safety and Pollution Frevention
{(COBCPP), o hold research scoping discussions,
G5 and HERA provided an overview of thelr work,
highlighting cross-cutting research topics, and
inviting feedback from the TRPC on the proposad
Rasearch Areas and tribal sciencs needs to
inform SIRAF development,

Small Business Innovation Research Program
Updates

® On Seplember 22, the

Small Business Innovation Research team hosted
a webinar highlighting Phase | BBIR company
Verdant Structural Engineers. During this webinar,
Verdant presertad on their Phase | SBIR

projest indings of carborn-storing, straw structurally
inzulated panels and discuss thelr potential impact
on the domestic building industry. The avent was
modaraied by Aprll Richards (OSAPE/RFE)

and Timonie Hood (RY). Find more

information hare,

® On September 22, Aprl Richards, EFA
SEIR Program Manager, participated in the NC
SEIR Celebration Summit hosted by North
Carolina’s First Flight Venture Center. Aprit served
as a pansiist alongside other SBIR Frogram
Managers to discuss how to navigate federal SBIR
funding opportunities and provide insights on the

® On September 28, the ERA SBIR team
participated in UG Riverside's 3rd Annual
SEIR/GTTR CON. This virtug! event connsoted
small business entreprensurs with Federal 3BIR
program experts. The SBIR team presenied an
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ovarview of EPAs SBIF program, held a QG&A and
participated in one-gn-ong meetings with potential
applicants. Read more about this event harg,

Campus RainWorks Science Matters Article

QasalE's Challengses and Prizes tgam is excited 1o
share a now Science Matlers arlicle celebrating the
10th anniversary of the

Campus RainWorks Challenge.

Campus RainWorks, a green infrastructurs design
competition open (o U8, college and univarsity
studerts, has engaged morg than 700 teams from
272 aeademic institutions across 48 states and
Puarto Rico. This competition is one example of
how ERPA S hamessing the ingenuity and craativity
of the public through competitions © stimulate
craative thinking and encourage public participation
in EPA's core mission of protecting humarn health
and the environmant, OBAPE’s Innovation Team
coordinaies the Agency's Challengs and Prize
program and provides support (o ERPA programs
interestad in using this mechanism (¢ engage the
public,

Environmental Justice and
iversity and Inclusion

ORD EJ Councll Sponsored Webinar Series;
Applving an EJ Lens to Research

The next ORD EJ Council-sponsared

webinar, titled “Transformational or Transactional:
Advancing Equity and Justice in Government-
inftiated Research,” s tenlatively scheduled o take
place on Ootober 28 from 1 PM - 230 pom. ET with
a presemtation on by Dr. Jalonns L. White-
Newsome, Dr. White-Newsome is currently the
CEO/Foundsr of Empowsring a Graen
Environment and Economy, LLO and Professorial
Lecturer in Environmental and Qcoupational Heslth
at the George Washinglon University,

This webinar ig part of the ORI EJ Council
sponsered internal ORD Research webinar senes,
“Aoplving an BJ Lens to Research®, The series
alms to highlight ERPA research that addrasses
gnvironmental justice coneems, bring awarensss in
ORD on Agency and community high-priority BJ
science needs through Agency-wide dialogus,
provide a forurn for Agency-wide discussion of EJ
related work, ingreass awaraness of the
intarsaction of research and EJd, provide
opportunities o build collaborations, and actively
angags participants and seek feedback to halp
inform presentars,

For moreg information on the “applying an EJ Lens
o Rasearch” wabinar series’ upcoming October
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webinar, past webinar recordings, and the ORD EJ
Council, visit the Environmenial Justics Intranst

age.

Program Feature:
Assists and Tech Tracker

Evary day, ORD scientists provide oritical technical
assistance to our pariners within EFA and oulsids
of the Agency. Through these efforts, we provide
the best available enviranmental sclence and
technoiogy o inform and support human health
and environmaental desision-making at all levels,

Since Ootober 2017, ORD has heen capturing
much of s technical support activities

through TechTracker, an onling tool to record
individuat contributions by ORD federal stall in their
capacity as subject matter experts to ORD
pariners and stakeholders on matters not
describad in ORD research action plans (RAPs).
Bince that time, ORD federal staff have cregted
more than 8,500 entries in TechTracker and
raegordad 150,000+ hours of technical support
ocrovided o ORDY's partners and stakeholdars,

Through the efforts of OSAPE formerly Q38 and
QRD's Program Support

Coordinators, TechTracker has highlighted the
significant leved of scientific and fechnical support
QRD provides every yvaar, TechTracker has also
highlightad the complesity of ORDYs scientific and
technical support efforts and the need for ORD to
batter manage and track regqusests for tschnical and
scientifiic support and the support provided by cur
sclentists,

With the change in the fiscal year, we're saving
goodbye to TechTracker and hello to ORB
Azsists, ORD Assisis builds on the success

of TechTracker and allows ORD o implament an
improved and better-defined process for managing
and fracking scientific and technical support
raguests, This new process was developed by &
team of representatives from across ORD during a
Kaizen Bvent in the summer of 2020, and it
sireamiings technical support tracking for many
requests and includes a triage step 10 inorease
awareness of more complex andior high-profile
seientific and technical support efforts.

CESER's Technical Support Coordination Division
is rasponsible for implementing ORD Assists
across QRD, with support from a core groug of
ORD stafl across ORDYs research centers and
OSARE. In QSAPE, the key points of contact for
ORD Assists are Susan Burden and Valerie
Blank.
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TechTracker will continue © be avallable through
the first quarier of FY22 o ensuwre that all Fyrz1
tachnical supports efforts have been

captured. TechTracker will not be accessible after
December 31, 2021, and there are currently no
plans o migrate TaechTracker data to ORD
Assists,

A big thank you to Walter Cybulski for

lmading TechTracker for the past severa! years!

APE Coming and Goings

Welcome!

Welcome In OBAPE, Cassidy Pham! Cassidyis a
student services contractor working in the QOARE
O on communications, She's from Howard County,
Marviand, and graduated magna cum laude from
the University of Marviand this vear with a

degres in Public Health Science and had an
internship with the communications tgam at the de
Beaumont Foundation. In her fres time, she has
been helping coach her high school girls” soccer
team and will be moving o the D.C. area inthe
next month. Cassidy likes snowboarding (a3 you
can el from the pio), as well 85 plaving soocer,
fravaling, and rying naw foods,

Welcomes Back!

Weloome back to Carolina Penalva-Arana!
Carolina has returned from a detail and is back in
the role of Science Advisory Branch Chief, Many
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thanks o Cheryl Hawking for filling in as acting
branch chief over the past few months.,

Thank Youl

Thanks to Thn Benngr for serving as acting branch
chief for the Regulatory Support Braneh! Tim's
detail ended in Septamber and Maria Dog is
currently covering the role of asting branch chief,

Farewsil!

Congratulations and farewsl [0 Maria Doal Maria
will be lsaving EFPA at the end of this month to
bagin a position as Senior Director of Chemical
Policy at the Environmental Defense Fund, We will
miss Maria and her leadership and wish her the
bast of luck with this new jourmnsy!

HTILHOA
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